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STERILE PROCESSING
“Historically, hospitals grew to tend to 

the evolving needs of their communities. 
Operating rooms were 
always accounted for and 
appropriately planned; 
however, other critical 
areas such as the supply 
docks, central stores, and 
even the sterile processing 
�G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�����6�3�'�����P�D�\���E�H��
overlooked in the growth 
plan. In largely urbanized areas, hospitals 
may not have the physical space option to 
expand some of these indirect patient care 
areas. In those cases, we see a shift to 
�R�I�I���V�L�W�H���6�3�'�V���µ

“One common theme that we do see is 
that by using a centralized and often off-
site location, prime real estate within the 
healthcare institution is freed up,” said 
Drosnock. “In the acute-care setting, this 
may mean that more operating rooms 
could be installed, which would create 
additional revenue for the facility.”

A ‘systemness’ to SPD
Health systems are increasingly incorpo-
rating the concept of centralized reprocess-
ing into their master planning efforts, noted 
�$�V�K�� �&�U�R�Z�H���� �6�H�Q�L�R�U�� �3�U�R�G�X�F�W�� �0�D�Q�D�J�H�U����
Healthcare, St. Onge.

“The idea of thinking 
holistically about the 
health system and how the 
entities within the system 
work together continues 
to become more promi-
nent. In my opinion, both 
the cost of construction 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W�L�H�V���À�Q�G-
�L�Q�J���V�W�D�I�À�Q�J���I�R�U���P�D�Q�\���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���E�L�J��
drivers to thinking about the consolida -
tion of reprocessing locations. Moving to 
centralizing reprocessing isn’t the right 
answer for all health systems, and there 
�D�U�H���P�D�Q�\���D�U�H�D�V���W�R���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�����D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\��
of space, future growth plans, current 
�¶�V�\�V�W�H�P�Q�H�V�V�·���R�I���6�3�'�����W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�����H�W�F�����%�X�W��
completing an evaluation to determine if 
it’s an idea to pursue is a valuable effort 
for the health system.” 

All options are on the table
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STERILE PROCESSING
Four key factors for 
reprocessing site success
�5�D�Q�G�D�O�\�Q���:�D�O�W�H�U�V�����&�5�&�6�7�����&�,�6�����&�(�5�����&�+�/����
�&���6���3���'���7�����&���$���6���6���3���7�����%�/�6�����$�$�6�����&�O�L�Q�L�F�D�O��
Education Manager U.S., Belimed, collab-
orates with healthcare organizations across 
the country to help them 
optimize their sterile pro-
cessing operations.

�´�,���D�P���D���À���U�P���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�U���W�K�D�W��
�W�K�H�U�H�·�V���Q�R���R�Q�H���V�L�]�H���À���W�V���D�O�O��
solution for reprocess-
ing,” she stated.

Here are her four recom-
mended key factors for 


